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- up at Lavers Hill hihl'r to -
\ Warmambool on the Great Ocean |
b Road we contemplated the daunting |
distance ahead, then headed back over
the other side of the range toward the
sea and the last glimmer of daylight.

With Sinkers up ahead setting the
pace. the road opened up into some of
the most consistenlly fast sweepers this [
side of the Adelaide Hills — it was time |
to open up the taps, The first droplet
of rain bl the Beemers scréeen as we
rounded up the last set of bends that
traced the meandering stream on the
way out of Princetown. ‘
We were just three hours into our

Adelasde jaunt aboard one of BMW's
finest — with a Triumph Trophy 1200
along for the ride — and already it was
getting dark and beginning to rain. The
psual delayed exit from Horror HQ had
tumed into a ridiculously late departure
and what was suppesed to be a
leisurely road-test, taking in the coastal
sights between Melbourne and
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Adelaide, was sl meamg S =
midnight express rum m he ==
But sitting hebend the €y suped
fairing, none of Tat et Sy S
it Was raining e 2 g
black — neither of i s S
bother the big BT, whose S heot
all bt the op of oy Dot ol oS
ol my boots dry. St st =1 =S
heginning to Fose. Simg oF S
uncomfortshie and wet Sele s
be ahoard the s nnmoesiy
appointed Trompy, siomg came The

wisties.

Back into cauton moce | Erkied the

bumpy 25 and 3Sionh g il
Firellis sithersg, v ol
and the Trophy dsspemme e
distance Had Siibess e
some adrenzin pils or & -
suddenly remember £ wae® o ae
Aurnbahng Guess who wa= gamey

RO

A MIDDLEWBGHT RE-DNSS==

BMW's K7SRT hits A--h

Bavarian marque’s soaliess
representative and The markets ol
tully-fledped midide-esshe e —
period. With the '

K100RT Down Lindes, s o i e
only full tounng Shemaies = e o=
KT100LT full-deesser = O

Abowe The litle RT's panmiers dre
aenoesl but any seli-respecting lourey
ot leave home without them. Left
wath & fawring fike his who needs wet
wEEher grar

Whichever way you look at it, the
E75E1 is a rare beast, Its closest
relative is the K755, which is identical
except for its frame-mounted half-
fainng. quarter-inch wider rear wheel
{3.00 instead of the RT's 2.75), slightly
diterent (harder) suspension, three-
spoke wheels (instead of the RT's Y
spoke items) and the 50mm higher
seat And that's the significant
dgifterence — the 75RT s the low-seat
fourmg oplion 1o the more sporty 755.

Ensines are identical. Basically a guiet
£ 300 donk minus a cylinder, the RT's
watercooled 740ce three-gylinder mill
wses langstroke 67.0 x 70.0mm hore
and stroke cylinders with two vabves
pes honizontal cylinder. A flawless

iEn that spells reliability, efficiency
and useability but somehow lacks the
imspiration and character of Triumph's
new triples,

The 750's chassis is similar to all the
K-model lattice-type frames, which run
ower the top of the single
enmnelgearhox/swinparm unit, using it
2= 2 stressed member rather than
routing twin downtubes underneath it
as on the R-model Boxers. The only
variation here 5 that the K1100LT,

K 10085 and K1's trickier Paralever is

& Gmped in favour of BMW'S tried-and-

proven Monolever single-sided
SWETEEATITL.
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That brings us to weight. At a claimed
258kg with a full tank and ready for the
road (that's the only figure BAMW
supplies), this middlewsight tourer ain't
so middleweight, The K1D0RS is just
kg heavier and has a whole cylinder
block and almost 250 extra cubes to
show for it,

And if you take the K758's wer and
dry weights of 229kg and 211kg
respectively, that should put the BTs
dry weight at around 240kg. That's still
almost 30kg up on the S courtesy
mainly of the fairing, different wheels
and ABS — a heavy price to pay.

BACK ON THE ROAD
First impressions of the K75 were
predictable. Yes, this is a BMW and
yes, the seating position is just like
sitting at home in the armchair and yes,
the indicator controls are bloody weird
at first until you ger used to them,
It's worth mentioning all those things
that BMW riders take for granted Loo,
like the digital LCD clack, the excellent
To-piece tookit, tyre repair kit, fold-out
lever for centrestand use, hazard light,
lockable fairing compartments and one
of the loudest horns 've ever heard —

an anything. All motorcycles should a
hom like this one e
Firing up the RT is as easy as any K-
series BMW: twist the handlebar
mounted choke around to the first of
two positions, thumb the stater with 3
flick.af the throttle and it seftles into
that characteristic turbinefike hum,
every time. A puff of blue smoke can
often still accompany this. and is
nathing out of the ordinang.
50 as Sinkers and | emi .
round-trip to Adelaide slong |

Fre g

he Greal

Clcean Road and Princes Hig wvay and
back via the Dukes and Westem
Highways, he took the Trumph and |

was glad to be at the helm of the ‘hig’
Beemer. Dicing through the mid-day
traffic isn't the easiest of tasks on a
near-260kg fully-faired touses, pot to
mention manoeuvering the beast oul
of the Horror HQ' carpark.
Mo, low-spead I".airll:ligisn!l>
forte, but in true BAMW tradition

going 1o be easy.

But even in our hectic escape from
the city, the Beemer's cantrols were
always easy to locate. By now I'd got
used to the painstaking three-switch
indicator system, not to mention the
primitive: headstock-mounted steering
lock and everything fell easily to hand
even in the thickest of winter gloves,

Even the heavy, car-like single-plate
dry clutch was progressive and
predictable, making quick getaways at
the lights and low-speed clutch fanning
a breeze. The BMW's cockpit is up to
its usual classy standard, with white-on-
black speeditacho instrument panel
integrating well between the excellent
mirrors.

Keeping up with Sinkers in the traffic
light dash wasn’t an easy task, with the
750 mild power delivery being
accentuated even more by the long
travel throttle. | should have known
better than try to keep up with a hig-
bore because the Beemer was always
poing to feel slow in camparison.

That long-travel twist-grip proved
perfect for constant opercroad cruising,
but was deceptively slow around town,
Deceptive because every time | looked
at the speedo | realised there was no
need to give my right wrist such a
workout — the ergonomic nature of the
BT tended to disguise the fact that we
were going plenty fast enough, Besides,
keeping up with Sinkers when let loose
on one of Triumph's finest would have
been a death wish,

IN ITS FLEMENT

It was really only tll we reached the
open road that the Bimmer came into
its own — | had one of the most
comfortable trips down the Melbourne-
Geelong Freeway grind ever —and I've
had plenty. The tables were turned, the
Beemer was in its element and |
couldn’t wipe the smile off my face.

In a straight line, the Beekm is a
dream. With what has to be ane of the
best touring fairings ever made, the BT
allows wind to dlip your boots and the
top of your lid — even your hands are
sheltered by the mirror/indicator pods
and cross-winds were never a problem.
Anyone shorter than 170cm or about
five feetl seven inches will be ahle 1o
ride all day with their visar up
comfortably,

At about 180cm, | needed o crouch
a little to keep the wind at bay, but
sinkers had no complaints. One
complaint he did have however, was
that the edge of the screen always
tended to bein his line of sight, No
such problem for me and while it's
definitely a horses {or courses matter,
the RT's fairing is up there with the
best of them,

Twor of Furope's top fourers catch
a few rays-hefore the rain sats in.




MELBOURNE SUZUKI INVITE YOU
TO COME AND TRY ONE FOR SIZE

s e = TN s e p ey oo Wi ' ise to it you to Ty TR

R WO S finast tourers, e K F

e =
Fy SESsEs W Emesm———e perfonmance and remarkaiie

Ow-S== 2o ml seep your fesl lirmly
== Asi ek Braking =

= = =
gt ow or=ssrere whies Toe-un urer an

= =
c Sarrs = oxmmmesly eRoent. and provi

S oo ooees. Powmer fom the: fuel injs:

e L SRCErEOEEy e
Come o ry one 2y poer=sit = MeEowrne Suzuki. Once you v
youll mars T SpeE sieg Ofe

BMW
K75RT

The only other concem for the long-
espedd may be the legs-inside-or-out
e edpes. Tall riders may find leg
pocem 2 littie restrictive — even short-
as=e Seclair found his legs had to be
seher wside or outside the fairing, with
e adee of it just clipping his knees
wst something to get used to.

Neanng the outskirts of Geelong, my
Backsade folt as fresh as it did in the
we=tshaped saddle when we set out an
Bowe Before. I'd initizlly thought it was
o Baed but while the stiffness was
= there it hadn't got any worse.
¥eah maybe it could do with a little
mewe padding, but this one's an easy
foew-hour seat

Wish the fast of the metropolis
g=tane smaller all the time in the
Bessner's wade, buzz-free (and snap-off
20 Boot) marrors, the fun was about to
Bes=n AL a comfortable 4400rpm in
fop gear 2t 100kmhb and 4900rpm at
12kmh, the tmple’s.broad spread of
peseer was happy to return speeds of
uo to 160kmh, before vibes hegin o
gewelop — not this baby's forte
FTyway

Az Bnear as the power delivery may
Be sood power is made above
S0rpem or about highway pace. That
l==ve= a useable 3500rpm before the
BS00rpen redline, returning an
estmated 190kmb top speed. With.a
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moderate 75ps on tap at the 8500rpm
redline and a maximum of F,:_‘-j_‘]kg—m of
torgue produced at 6750rpm, best
results are obtained by keeping the
rtacho needle in thar S000-7000rpm
torque-zone, which equates to average
tounng speed anyway,

Engine speeds above that ‘torque
zone' won'l produce much eye-
watering acceleration, nor will anything
under 300Krpm. But while nature of the
mill 15 well-suited to touring, the 75RT
is still a tractable machine in the BMW
tradition and will cruise at licence-
losing speeds or around town at less
than 60kmb in top gear if you ask it to.
Remember, these figures are only a
guide to where the engine works hest

we reckon it's pretty close 1o the
mark for anyone in the market for a
mid-capacity tourer,

IN THE TWISTIES

With the twisties in sight just the other
side of Anglesea, the K had done
everything night. Even over smoath
65kmh-signposted bends at over
double that speed, the Beemer tracked
straight and confidently. Just dial in
your required entry speed and tip in —

tha er "‘(n1-:'1.l'lull ip'..ln:."l.l?P?: BP0 Yo,

ally etficient BAW cockpit —

it's that simple. With a fairly long
1516mm wheelbase and geeckish
steering geometry (26.5 degrees ake,
TOTmim trail) it should offes the best of
both stability and agility — for & tourer,
hat is.

No shifting around or wresthing the
bars — just sit straight up a6 down in

BMW mode and give the bass a nudge.

The ease at which the big tourer
devoured left-right fiip-fops Stmpnscd
us just-as much as how Gehehe it
tracked in high-speed sweepess.
Disguising its weight well chanping

lines mid-corner on a 258kg machine
has never been so easy — until you hit
the bumps

Obviously, tackling the Great Ocean
Road at a reasonable pace isn't within
the K75RT's design criteria but anyone
who does a bit of touring in this hig
brown land of ours is bound to
encounter the odd bumpy comer or
two. And that's where the K75 begins
to lack

Bumpy bends at any reasonable pace
saw the back-end become choppy and
tend to stand the bike up in STT100

B =
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the problem and set She noe alasaie
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know it won't get out of hand unless
".'(:ILI I'.lli"-\.h 11_”_:! I'I.M!NI

Soowe persevered into what was now
a cold and wet evening, with plenty of
miles to rack up before our destination
that night, Robe — 140km the other
side of the South Australian border, An
incident with a bunch of roos on the
side of the road coming into Millicent,
just 80k from Robe, had the RT's
adequate (and ABS-equipped as
standard) but rather anbiquated brakes
working overtime

The Bavarian sports 2B5mm discs with
twin-opposed piston hydrachic Brembo
calipers — aone at the back, two up
front. Kangaroos in the vicinity of
Millicent will be glad to learn that they
offer ample stopping power, but
require plenty of lever pressure and so
lack a little in the ‘feel” department.
Both do feel a little wooden, but stll
came up with the goods when
required. Perhaps BMW's four-piston
Brembos would have been a better
choice, even for 15 ‘baby” tourer!

Gearsach is pleased to announce the release of its new
Kawasaki ZZR250 Gearsack bag and rack
The new luggage system is specifically designed to suit
Kawasaki’s lighoweighe, and features:
® Specially developed weatherproof fabric
® PVC internal coating e Silicon external sealing
e Self repairing zips ® High-strength steel rack
& MNylon-dipped and ruse-fres

THE PROPER WAY TO CART YOUR GEAR

HUGE
SAVINGS ON

MOTORCGYGLE
TYRES

® Wides! range of brands in
Australia

® Expert fitting service

® Computer wheel balancing

® Unbeatable prices

® Fully guaranteed

Compare our prices
...and SAVE!

Bab Jane I-Marts Motarcycle

re Gentre specialises in

orEycle tyres and have

axpert tephnicians o carefully
fit. balance and align your tyres.
We have a huge range-of brands
and sizes avallable at unbeatable
prices.
BOBE JANE
TMARTS
MOTORCYCLE TYRE CENTRE

657 BElizabeih Street,
Melbourne.

Telephone: (03) 329 6999
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The K75RT is the sont of mnouet Shatt
and had it not been for o Sou=w
take the coast road = posers =ae =
at night and on les Sen ==sas
tyms, the trip may othermss fove

Runntngﬁ:ﬁﬁ__
(100/90-18) and rear e
Bimmer never really shoms i B soad-
holding department, parscsiady = Be
wet. Qur initial obsenators befors s
even left Melboume Tha e aian
hoops followed road repeete bad
by now been confemmed

And after a late weloome by e
Caledonian Inn's propeastor Same
Hayman at Robe, Smikers confecsss
over a couple of medcral soomrees
that he was glad | was Zhoand e a8
tracker’, as he put it. To b= G B
Pirellis are mnre olzy ntedy &
sane speeds, but as for shooies S
GOR's hairpins in the wet — g &

THE HOME RUN
.hﬂ'{"rly start, | pulled the deadh
stand retractor, setected first
& impressive notch-free gearbox
- were off on the lesurely
38R ride into Adelaide.
hﬁﬂmplt‘llnh the snail' s-pace

N into the City of Chusthes
e Tailern Bend we filled up, hopens
80 get Ak least one ‘cconomy nen faed
EEmsumption estimation. The Bemmes
plurmed a respectable 200 Tomle —
! fgure yvet, having posted a
Sworst of just 14.4kmilt an our high
Seeed riin into Robe the night befoee.
&Hﬂ average of around 1Bk

Bad at all, except for the

m’ﬂc fue! '.'\.dmlng light which &

supposed to come on with 3t

remaining but instead comes on at
anvthing between 220 and 250km or
waith about 10it remaining.

It was all too short a stay in Adelaide
and before we knew it, it was back to
the highway grind. With just eight
hours between us and another dreaded
deadling, | was glad to back at the
Beemer's helm. The lights of
Melbourne in our sights at the end of
our jonker, I'd arrived almost as fresh
as when we set out — having been
able to natice things other than a
buming backside sure makes the trip
seem that much shorter,

This tourer may be ‘just” a 750, but as
far as purpose-built mile-gaters go

having been able to notice
things other than a burning
backside sure makes the
frip seem that much
shorter

these days, the K75 has to be near the
sop of the list, bigbore highway
Glasters potwithstanding, And it's good
o see a tourer aimed <pecifically at the
middleweight market — the last one
was probably the Honda CX650
Sitverwing which we didn't even make
it Down Linder.

With a superb finish, excellent
panmers, options like a top box, tank
bag heated paps, comfort seat, engine
bars and a first-aid kit, the Bavw
tourers remain some of the best
miegrated packages around — the
K73RT s ne exception.

And ar $14.950, the smallest BMW 15
the mck of the bunch for those that
want all the luxuries of a big-bore
tourer except outand-out grunt, but
don't want to fork-out bip-bore biccies.

Marton Pettendy

Pics: Jeff Liebeknecht and Tony Walts

ALETRALAR SAUFTCMMOYCLE SEWS |LWE 19 1002




ALGTRALLAN ML)

BMW K75RT

ENGINE

Engine fype Holzo
iquid
Bore » stroke
Dizplacemant
Compression ratio
Ignition
Carburation
Starting: system
Lubrication system

TRANSMISSION
Type . Five-spepd. conslant mesh
Primary drive e E1Ek

Cluich i Dry Gable-oparatod. Singk
Final drive BMW Monolav

CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR

Frame type Tubuiar space frame wilh 5--'.-.j||-rz <'

Rake
Trail
Whealbase

Ground clearance o
Fronl suspension .. .N.;--.
fotk - &1 mimn stanchicon diz 1 25mm avad
Aear suspension. . BHW IJII Maonolover with
single cod-sprung. gas damped shock, three-
poEition g simend. 1 14mm frasn|
Frnnl.'rmul whealsl Iy Y sEaok

Sl CENpErS

; y-operaled 2Bamm
|:||a i Twin g A Brambo cakper
DIMENSIONS
AND CAPACITIES
Dry welght (chimed). .. .. — | |
Wet waight (with full tank) ! 255kg
Saal halght (chimad) FaElmm
el capa-che« s bl |
Fual capscily el ||
PERFORMANCE
Maximum power [claimed)  Thps at 240
Maximum torque (claimed) 03k

oM

I"ll'
Maximum ..pr,-ﬂd {Indlcalad} . 195kmh
Fuel consumplion ek 20kl Wiors!

14 dke III. average TBkml

MISCELLANEOUS

Tast hike supplied by -BRYW Adstralia
‘Lpnn-;.-.-alt Vic
QR0+ O
S {nan -'"1.'

mmant hb.uuluu e K

Recommended retail price... -i
(Y s A

‘Warranty &
Colour u|:|1:un.

.l'_",la_'-_s._ Black-Metadc or Fh |I
Metallic

SERVICE AND
CRASH GUIDE

{(Aecommuanded relail prices)

0il Fitler.

Abr filter .

Fairing scresn e
Complete fairing Primac 357401

Fual tank
Handlabar
Saal : f
Indicator {complete). . S25 72 frontds 5 ""‘ [TK ._||
Front mudguard Primad $143.59. painted

Primed 94880, painted $1
5

Mirror .
Sidecover Primad 857 G2, painted 5
Brake/clutch levirs ABS $48 45
o e g s Sy I e
Exhaust '5'|'SIHETI - hu:adus. o

— muffler 544
Huoadlight. ... $‘IB IZ‘L.
Brake pads (two sols) it 51307
ACCESSORIES
Engine bar & ¥l
Panniers 3 SHOT 40
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COME AND SEE THE TWO
NEWEST ENTRANTS
FROM BMW
- THE K 75RT AND
BTX MOTORCYCLES

As BMW's newest dealer with BMW's nawes! touring matoreycle, we're
obwioushy oul to iImpress you, So you'ra mvited 10 come in and sees hiow
BTx and the K 7581 measure up

Thie latest BMW is the only motorcycla inits class o be fitfe
Brakes (ABS). Aninvaluabie safety leature that will keep £
locking even under the heaviest braking

And something elsethatwill ansure you stay uprigntis the low sea: design
which keeps your feetfirmly on the ground when slationary.

The desian of the I 75RT has been carefully integrated to make long
distance touring effertless without compromising perlormance or
manoauveahbility

The fairing provides superbrider comior, gerodynamic performanceand
stunning good looks.

And like the rest of the motoreycle, the 3 cylinder, fuel
engine is perlecily balanced.

he wheels from

=

niected, 7hlce

Sa why not come in @nd look it over - and while you're at it do the same (0.US

1029 Burwood Highway Femtree Guily Melbourmne ViC 3156
Phone: {03) 752 2011




